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SNC-LAVALIN PLEADS 
GUILTY TO FRAUD 


Engineering giant to pay 
$280-million fine as 
bribery charge dropped 


NICOLAS VAN PRAET 
ANDREW WILLIS 
GREG McARTHUR 
SEAN FINE 


SNC-Lavalin Group Inc. has pleaded guilty to fraud, ending a 
legal drama that had engulfed the engineering company and 
the Trudeau government. 

The Canadian engineering giant and prosecutors on 
Wednesday unveiled a deal in which the company’s construc- 
tion division pleaded guilty to a single charge of fraud related 
to activities in Libya. It will pay a $280-million fine and receive 
a three-year probation order. A more potentially damaging 
charge of bribery under the Corruption of Foreign Public Offi- 
cials Act was dropped. 

The resolution was months in the making, lawyers for the 
company and the Crown said. Its immediate effect is to bring 
to an end to criminal charges against the company that for 
years had undermined its business in Canada and abroad, 
closing a painful chapter in the history of one of the country’s 
corporate pillars. 

Earlier this week, a former SNC-Lavalin official was convict- 
ed of bribery and fraud in connection with the matter. 

Since the company was charged in 2015, it has maintained 
that the offences were the work of a few rogue individuals 
rather than SNC-Lavalin itself. Legal observers said the prose- 
cutors were facing the uncertainty of getting a conviction at 
trial, and the risk the case would be thrown out because of 
delays. 
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All the players in this political 
and corporate scandal emerge 
with battered reputations 


KONRAD YAKABUSKI 


E orinion 


ith Wednesday’s move by a division of SNC-Lavalin 

Group Inc. to plead guilty to a fraud charge involv- 

ing its former Libyan operations, one of the most 

sordid sagas of political and corporate misconduct 
in Canadian history appears to have come full circle. 

In the end, the scandal that rocked Prime Minister Justin Tru- 
deau’s government for the better part of a year will have pro- 
duced no winners, only losers. All the players - SNC-Lavalin, Mr. 
Trudeau and his entourage, and the lead prosecutors in the case 
- come out of it with battered reputations and little to show for 
what amounted to poor judgment. 

The decision for SNC-Lavalin Construction Inc. to plead 
guilty to one count of fraud involving its defunct Libyan oper- 
ations may look like a vindication of former attorney-general 
Jody Wilson-Raybould, who resisted efforts by Mr. Trudeau and 
his team to get her to overturn the prosecution service’s deci- 
sion to take the company to trial. However, the outcome is at 
best a Pyrrhic victory for the now Independent MP. Charges 
against the parent company were dropped, suggesting prosecu- 
tors were not confident in their case. 

Indeed, the result is not significantly different from what 
SNC-Lavalin sought to achieve when it lobbied Mr. Trudeau’s 
government for a deferred prosecution agreement that would 
have put this case to bed more than a year ago. SNC-Lavalin 
Construction will pay a fine and face three years probation. 
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EDITORIAL 
Despite SNC getting what it 
wanted, the outcome is still a 
victory for the rule of law = a14 


TIMELINE 
The Globe’s coverage of 
a corruption saga that spanned 
most of the decade = a10 


REPORT ON BUSINESS 
SNC’s market value jumps 
more than $800-million with 
end to investor uncertainty = Bı 


TRUMP IMPEACHED ON BOTH COUNTS 


House verdict makes 
U.S. President the third 
in history to face trial 
in the Senate 


ADRIAN MORROW 
U.S. CORRESPONDENT 
WASHINGTON 


The House of Representatives has 
impeached Donald Trump for so- 
liciting foreign interference in 
next year’s election and stone- 
walling an investigation into the 
scandal, making him the third 
president in U.S. history to face 
the sanction. 

In votes that fell almost entire- 
ly along party lines Wednesday 
evening, the Democratic-con- 
trolled chamber approved counts 
of abuse of power and obstruc- 
tion of justice against Mr. Trump 
after a full day of debate. 

The President will face trial in 
the Republican-controlled Sen- 
ate, which would have to vote by a 
two-thirds majority in favour of 
conviction to remove him from 
Office. 

The Democrats have suggested 
they may not immediately send 
the articles of impeachment over, 
which would hold the sword of 
Damocles over Mr. Trump in an 
election year. 

The articles passed 230 to 197 
and 229 to 198, with a handful of 
Democratic defections and none 
from the Republicans. 


U.S. President Donald Trump addresses the crowd during a rally in Battle Creek, Mich., on Wednesday. While 
Mr. Trump spoke, the House of Representatives voted to impeach him. SCOTT OLSON/GETTY IMAGES 


The momentous day capped a 
whirlwind, three-month im- 
peachment push by congression- 
al Democrats and marked anoth- 
er dramatic moment in Mr. 
Trump’s tumultuous presidency. 
It is certain to define the 2020 
campaign, with the President us- 


ing the fight to rally his base and 
Democrats defining Mr. Trump as 
an existential threat to the rule of 
law that goes beyond partisan 
politics. 

The President’s public sched- 
ule was light on Wednesday, and 
he spent a lot of time live-tweet- 


ing his own impeachment. 

“THIS IS AN ASSAULT ON 
AMERICA, AND AN ASSAULT ON 
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY!!!!” he 
wrote at one point. 

At an election campaign rally 
in Michigan Wednesday evening 
that unfolded at the same time as 


the vote, Mr. Trump put on a 
brave face. 

“By the way, it doesn’t really 
feel like we’re being impeached,” 
he told the cheering crowd as he 
took the stage, before insisting 
that the Democrats were on a 
“death march” for impeaching 
him. 

Earlier, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi received an ovation from 
fellow Democrats as she opened 
the debate by accusing the Presi- 
dent of jeopardizing the integrity 
of the country’s elections. 

“Tt is tragic that the President’s 
reckless actions make impeach- 
ment necessary. He gave us no 
choice,” she said. “What we are 
discussing today is the establish- 
ed fact that the President violated 
the Constitution.” 

American diplomats testified 
last month that Mr. Trump had 
orchestrated a campaign to get 
Ukraine to tarnish Joe Biden, the 
front-runner for the 2020 Demo- 
cratic presidential nomination, 
and the Democratic National 
Committee by announcing cor- 
ruption investigations into them. 

Mr. Trump withheld nearly 
US$400-million in military aid to 
Kyiv, and a coveted White House 
invitation for Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelensky, to 
ramp up the pressure, they said. 

Mr. Trump also refused to par- 
ticipate in the congressional in- 
quiry into the matter, and or- 
dered all government officials not 
to testify or turn over documents. 
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